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With registration opening 
at midnight April 2, university 
officials are encouraging 
students to meet with advisers 
to avoid waiting in lines of 
more than 200 students once 
that date arrives.
“A lot of times, unfortunately 
what happens is students wait 
until the last minute and then 
they know they can’t register, 
so April 1, they’ll all be here and 
that creates a lot of frustration 
because the lines are really 
long,” said Academic Advising 
D i r e c t o r 
S e l m a 
Yznaga.
 The 22 
a c a d e m i c 
a d v i s e r s 
u s u a l l y 
see 200 
s t u d e n t s 
daily, but during peak time, 
which is the week before 
registration opens, the number 
increases to about 450, Yznaga 
said.   
René Villarreal, UT-
Brownsville vice president 
for Enrollment Management, 
Texas Southmost College will announce “a huge 
listing of positions” and will form its own student 
senate, the school’s administrators have told the 
Student Government Association. 
During the SGA meeting March 5, TSC President 
Lily Tercero said the jobs available would be 
announced on the college’s website after Spring 
Break and the college will go through the hiring 
process in the next couple of months. Most of those 
hired as faculty and staff will not start work until 
the Fall 2013 semester.
“As you can see, we are moving around fairly 
quickly now,” Tercero said, noting that a director 
of financial aid as well as a director of educational 
technology and curricular innovation have been 
hired.
Mike Shannon, TSC’s associate vice president of 
Student Services, said that part of the first floor of 
the Arnulfo L. Oliveira Memorial Library is being 
remodeled for an “enrollment function.”
Students can “register, take care of [their] Apply 
Texas [admission form], FAFSA, get advised, take 
care of testing and financial aid” all in one area 
and will be operational “in a month or two,” 
Shannon said. 
TSC will also form its own student 
government.
“I do intend for our student 
government associations to 
communicate regularly and I 
am sure there will be a lot of 
projects we will be able to 
work on jointly,” Shannon 
said. TSC will conduct 
SGA elections in the fall.
Also addressing 
the SGA was Selma 
Yznaga, director of 
Academic Advising, 
who announced that 
a mandatory advising 
block will no longer 
keep students from 
registering. Only 
students with less than 
24 credit hours, those 
on academic probation 
and students in the first 
Identical bills in the Texas House and 
Senate seeking a new University of Texas 
school in the Rio Grande Valley both 
advanced March 6.
House Bill 1000, which was approved 
unanimously by the House Higher 
Education Committee, now goes to 
the House Calendars Committee to be 
considered for a hearing date.
Senate Bill 24, also approved 
unanimously by the Senate Higher 
Education Committee, now will be 
considered by the full Senate before 
being sent to the Texas House of 
Representatives.
 HB 1000 and SB 24, which were filed 
Feb. 4, 
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“As you can see, we 
are moving around 
fairly quickly now.”
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Texas Southmost College President 
Lily Tercero addresses the Student 
Government Association on March 
5, informing the senate about the 
progress being made to make 
the college an independent 
institution. Tercero said TSC 
will announce faculty and 
staff job openings on its 
website after Spring Break.
UT-Brownsville President Juliet V. García, (from left) University of Texas System Chancellor Francisco 
Cigarroa, UT-Pan American President Robert Nelsen and Harlingen Mayor Chris Boswell speak 
before the Texas Senate Committee on Higher Education March 6.
Video sCreenshot Via texas legislature online
Senate and House Higher Ed committees 
unanimously pass SB 24, HB 1000
By Marlane Rodriguez
ThE COLLEGIAN
The Communication Council 
presents 
The Communication Expo 2013
10 a.m.-3 p.m. March 21 
in the Student Union’s Gran Salón 
Come be a part of the “Road to Success”!
Separate SGAs 
Tercero says TSC will have its own student senate next fall
By Alex Rodriguez
ThE COLLEGIAN 
President Lily Tercero on TSC’s  
progress toward separate 
operations from UTB. 
,
The early bird gets the worm
By Héctor Aguilar
ThE COLLEGIAN
UTB/TSC’s School of Business will 
honor Rolando González Barrón, CEO 
of Gobar Systems Inc.; Fred Rusteberg, 
president of International Bank of 
Commerce; and Manny Vela, CEO of 
Valley Baptist Health System during a 
breakfast on Friday.
This is the second year the school 
has held the Business Appreciation 
Breakfast. The event is sold out, but 
will be followed by a panel discussion 
at 10 a.m. in the SET-B Lecture Hall. 
Admission is free. 
The honorees were nominated by 
the Brownsville, Harlingen and South 
Padre Island chambers of commerce, the 
Committee for Economic Development 
of Matamoros and the Maquiladora 
Association of Matamoros. 
“They are not only very successful 
business people who have had long and 
distinguished business careers but they’ve 
also made significant contributions to 
their communities by way of education 
or human capital development,” School 
of Business Dean Mark Kroll said of 
González Barrón, Rusteberg and Vela. 
“They’ve made efforts to try to enhance 
what we refer to in business as human 
capital within the community--that is, 
the level of education, training and skills 
that the workforce [has].”
The featured panelists are Idelfonso 
Guajardo, Mexico’s new economics 
minister; 2012 Business Award recipient 
Sergio Argüelles, chairman of the board 
of FINSA, S.A.; and González Barrón, 
whose company specializes in a wide 
variety of metal stamping, injection 
molding and automation applications 
for contract manufacturing in the U.S. 
and Mexico, according to its website.
The discussion will focus on the 
outlook for the Mexican economy and 
U.S.-Mexican trade in light of the recent 
Mexican and U.S. elections.  
To reserve a seat at the panel 
discussion, contact Magdalena Martinez 
at magdalena.martinez@utb.edu.
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UTB/TSC Chess Player and Woman International Master Daniela De la Parra, a native of 
Durango, Mexico, competes in the 29th International Open of Cappelle la Grande in France, 
held Feb. 23 to March 2.  De la Parra finished the tournament with 4½ points out of a possible 
nine and placed 241st of the 564 players who competed.
Courtesy Photo
School of Business to honor 3
Chosen by chambers of commerce, trade groups
By Michelle Espinoza 
ThE COLLEGIAN 
Rolando González BarrónFred Rusteberg Manny Vela
About 18 of the 20 UTB/TSC Chess 
Team members will compete in the Texas 
Scholastic Championships in McAllen 
starting Saturday, which is not common 
for the team to do.
Due to budget constraints, the 
university is unable to send the reserve 
team, which is composed mainly of 
local players, to many of the collegiate 
tournaments, Chess Program Director 
Russell Harwood said.
“We have to take a limited number of 
players and it has to be pretty much the 
strongest team we can take,” Harwood 
said.
However, given the proximity of the 
tournament, the university will be able to 
take all the players who are available to 
participate.
“Taking all your players isn’t necessarily 
the best strategy to win,” Harwood said. 
He believes this is the best thing to 
do for the students to provide them the 
opportunity to compete. 
“I hope to win, I don’t know if we will,” 
Harwood said.
For the rest of the semester the Chess 
Team will continue with visits, focusing 
on high schools. Another UTB/TSC Chess 
Academy Group Class will be conducted 
from 6 to 8 p.m. April 19 in the Life and 
Health Sciences Building.
Harwood said 40 people have already 
registered and he is expecting more. A 
class it hosted Feb. 22 drew 80 people. 
“We were very pleased with the 
turnout,” he said.
The team is still working on hosting a 
chess class for young girls this spring.
Harwood said the team is also 
recruiting players and anticipates new 
players to come in the fall.
Chess players Mauricio Flores, 
Katarina Nemcova and Daniela De la 
Parra competed in the 29th International 
Open of Cappelle la Grande in France 
Feb. 23 to March 2. 
Flores, a grandmaster, ended in a tie 
for 25th place with six out of nine possible 
points. He had three wins and six draws. 
After the tiebreaker, Flores placed 34th.
Nemcova, also a grandmaster, finished 
with 5½ points. She tied for 76th 
place and received 86th place after the 
tiebreaker.
Daniela De la Parra ended with 4½ 
points and placed 241st.
A total of about 564 players competed 
in the tournament. Tiebreakers were 
determined by the strength of the player’s 
opponent, Harwood said.
“It was a big tournament and a very 
strong tournament,” he said.
Flores, de la Parra, Max Cornejo and 
Aura Salazar competed individually in 
the UT-Dallas Spring FIDE Open and 
Blitz March 9 to 13. Results were not 
available at press time.
Salazar said with their new chess coach, 
Bartłomiej Macieja, the team is practicing 
three to four hours every day and also 
trains physically in the Recreation, 
Education and Kinesiology Center.
“I’m analyzing my last games and 
studying some openings,” she said.
Salazar, who is a Women’s International 
Master with a 2225 rating and freshman 
mathematics major, hopes to play well in 
McAllen and practice some openings.
Chess team to compete in McAllen
More classes planned for the community
By Samantha Ruiz
ThE COLLEGIAN
improve the restoration to 
achieve desired effects.
“One thing we found out, 
which was pretty obvious, 
is that, right now … the only 
connection between the 
Brownsville Ship Channel 
and the Bahía Grande itself is 
this 4.5-meter, very shallow 
channel,” Hicks said. “It’s kind 
of like trying to exchange water 
between a swimming pool and 
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See ECOSYSTEM, Page 10
Ramiro Gonzalez, planning 
manager for the City of Brownsville, 
presents the master parks 
plan during a Brownsville City 
Commission workshop on March 5.
BRyan RomeRo/Collegian
When David Hicks joined 
the UTB/TSC faculty in 2003, 
Texas A&M University-Corpus 
Christi had been planning 
the restoration of the Bahía 
Grande, a body of water that 
consists of an estimated 9,600 
acres stretching from Highway 
48 to Highway 100.
“They just contacted me and 
I first was assisting them and 
then they just totally turned it 
over to UTB,” said Hicks, chair 
of the university’s Biological 
Sciences Department. 
Most of the restoration is 
paid for by federal grants 
from the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Association 
and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service.
“There’s been millions and 
millions of dollars spent on 
these physical restorations and 
what we want to know is, ‘Are 
you getting the ecological and 
biological effects that you had 
hoped for?’” Hicks said. “We’re 
trying to provide [U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service] some metrics 
that tells them where along that 
timeframe are they currently 
in terms of the ecological 
restoration.” 
The project, which is 
currently supported by NOAA 
through its environmental 
cooperative science centers, is 
geared toward training minority 
students to become educated 
scientists and transition into 
NOAA positions. 
Data collected in the Bahía 
Grande serves to provide 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife, 
which manages the property, 
information on how it can 
This is an unidentified polychaete specimen collected from 
South Bay. The worm burrows the posterior two-thirds of 
its body in the substrate and the remaining featherlike 
anterior portion filters seawater for food particles.
Photos Courtesy Claudia tamez
Biology graduate student 
Mario Marquez checks the 
salinity level of water samples 
from San Martin Lake.
Joe molina/Collegian
UTB/TSC research helps in restoration




By the year 2020, the city 
will have a parkland deficit 
of more than 2,700 acres, 
administrators told the 
Brownsville City Commission 
during a workshop March 5.
The city’s existing Master 
Parks Plan, adopted around 
2009, analyzed levels of 
service and park facilities. 
The analysis found that there 
should be 4.8 developed acres 
of parkland for every 1,000 
people.
City, community, 
neighborhood and regional 
parks are projected to have a 
deficit by the year 2020.
Dean Porter Park, the 
only city-scaled park in 
Brownsville, is projected to 
have a deficit of 156 acres. 
Currently, the park measures 
about 50 acres. The Planning 
Department recommends 
building another park similar 
to Dean Porter.
Community parks are 
expected to have a 1,531-acre 
deficit. In his presentation to 
the commission, City Planning 
Manager Ramiro Gonzalez 
recommended increasing the 
number of community parks 
to keep up with the pace of the 
city’s expected growth.
Neighborhood parks are 
expected to have a land deficit 
of 501 acres. The plan calls 
for providing more parks 
for underserved, existing 
residential developments. 
Regional parks are expected 
to have a deficit of 580 acres. 
Currently, the only regional 
park is the Brownsville Sports 
Park.
“We need to consider either 
acquiring parkland for future 
use … but at least acquiring it 





centers and more natural 
areas were listed under the 
demands assessment section 
of the plan. 
Gonzalez said he has been 
working with Christopher 
Patterson, director of the Parks 
and Recreation Department, 
on addressing these issues.
According to the 
presentation, the availability 
of resacas and the proximity 
of conservation areas can be 
used as an asset to the City of 
Brownsville Park System.
Another goal is to provide 
connectivity between park 
facilities, neighborhoods and 
schools.
“I know some other cities, 
what they’ve done, they’re 
partnered up with the school 
districts to allow access to 
the school facility … so maybe 
we need to consider going 
and approaching the school 
districts where we can open 
up some of those facilities,” 
Commissioner at-Large “A” 
Estela Chavez-Vasquez said. 
Commissioner At-Large “B” 
Bigger playgrounds
City seeks to expand, upgrade parks
By Kaila Contreras
ThE COLLEGIAN
See CITY, Page 8
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What woman in history has influenced you in a positive way?
“Dolores Huerta. She fought for migrants’ 
rights. As a migrant worker, when I was a 
child, it was very hard to finish high school 
when you had to work to help support the 
family. She has influenced me in many 
ways and one of them [is] education. It’s 
the only way out.”
Lorena Guzman
Education sophomore
“Patti Smith has influenced me 
in a positive way, because she 
is a poet/singer, an artist 
as well as a musician. I 





“My mother is the person who has influenced 
me the most because she is the person who has 
always been there for me. She is the person 
who supports me and no matter what, she is 
always going to be there for me.”
Maleny Delgado 
Education junior--Compiled by Alex Rodriguez
--Photos by Bryan Romero 
i Think
>>Policy: Letters to the editor must include the name, classification and phone number of 
the author or the letter cannot be published. Opinions expressed in The Collegian are those 
of writers and do not necessarily reflect the views of The Collegian or UTB/TSC administra-
tors. The editor reserves the right to edit the letters. Send your letters to collegian@utb.edu.
Watch out! 
letters to the editor
The sidewalks are for 
students, faculty and staff to 
use as a safe walkway to reach 
their destinations by foot. Yet, 
lately, I’ve seen an increase in 
the number of students using 
skateboards on those sidewalks. 
I have nothing against 
skateboarders, but do have a 
problem with stepping aside to 
give the right of way to relentless 
students on skateboards. 
Pedestrians have the right of 
way when it comes to cars, golf 
carts, bikes and this should 
By Alex Rodriguez 
COLUMNIST
apply to skateboards, too. 
Some of the more experienced 
skateboarders have the ability 
to stop on a dime, but some 
new riders don’t and that is my 
biggest concern.
Jumping off your skateboard 
to avoid hitting someone is 
fine, but not stopping your 
skateboard, which can become 
a projectile and possibly strike 
someone, is not.
It’s only a matter of time 
before someone gets hurt, either 
a skateboarder falling onto the 
street and getting hit by a car or 
someone being struck by a rider 
or their board.  If you are new to 
skateboarding, leave it at home 
and stop making life difficult for 
the rest of us on foot.
Campus Police plans to 
prohibit skateboards and 
bicycles from the Paseo. So for 
the time being, practice and 
avoid the major walkways. 
The fewer people in your path 
should allow you to go faster 
and, hopefully, arrive to class in 
one piece.  
I am appalled at the 
hypocrisy, absurdity and 
insensitivity of many legislative 
leaders--at all levels--plus the 
media, when it comes to women, 
women’s health and women’s 
rights.
On one hand, we have daily 
attacks on women’s advocacy 
groups, specifically Planned 
Parenthood, in the name of 
anti-abortion, when Planned 
Parenthood is the largest 
national and international group 
preventing unwanted pregnancy 
and the need for abortion through 
comprehensive family planning, 
contraception and sex education 
for millions throughout the world.
But on the other hand, we 
have scantily dressed women 
advertising on TV and the 
Internet, selling every item from 
cars and furniture to sexy lingerie.
We have explicit ads for 
male hormones and erectile 
dysfunction pills--day and night-
-on many TV channels.
A very attractive man is 
portrayed with the words, 
“Be ready for that very special 
moment,” while a woman and he 
stroll into a bedroom.
The prevailing national 
and state attitude is too often 
bordering on keeping women 
from safe birth control, and also 
tells women and girls to, “Just say 
no!”
However, little is directed at 
young men other than snickers 
and potty jokes.
Too many churches, insurance 
companies and government--
again, at all levels--do not hesitate 
to tell women what is best for 
their bodies, but rarely speak to 
men.
Women, unite and fight against 
the attacks on women! 
This is 2013, not the 1950s, 







How important is it to 
you that Texas women have 
access to family planning and 
birth control, regardless of 
their income--is it extremely 
important, very important, 
just a little important or not 
important at all? 
This is a question that was 
asked in a recent statewide 
poll conducted by a pair of 
Democratic- and Republican-
leaning pollsters for the Texas 
Freedom Network Education 
Fund. The TFN Education Fund 
is an Austin-based grass-roots 
organization that conducts 
research and civic engagement 
in support of religious freedom, 
civil liberties and strong public 
schools. You can read the poll at 
www.tfn.org/birthcontroltx.
According to the poll, 68 
percent of registered voters in 
Texas support access to family 
planning and birth control for 
all women, regardless of their 
income. Support is especially 
strong among young people 
under the age of 30--a whopping 
84 percent say they support full 
access.
But too many Texas 
lawmakers have taken to 
playing cupid when it comes to 
matters of love, birth control 
and family planning--which is 
downright stupid. They think 
they know what is best for Texas 
women and families, while most 
Texans, and especially young 
people, disagree. Politically, this 
is a dicey position for politicians 
to take because the Millennial 
generation, our generation, is 
becoming increasing civically 
engaged. Lawmakers are way 
out of step with our views.
Asked whether they support 
“teaching about contraception, 
such as condoms, birth control, 
along with abstinence, in high 
school education classes,” 
93 percent of young people 
also said yes. And 85 percent 
of young people said they 
support state funding for family 
planning services, including 
birth control, for low-income 
women. Support for both among 
all registered voters in Texas 
was also strong--84 percent for 
comprehensive sex education 
and 73 percent for state funding 
for birth control. 
During the last legislative 
session the governor and the 
state Legislature slashed state 
funding for family planning and 
birth control programs by two-
thirds, threatening access to 
those services for thousands of 
women in Texas. According to 
the TFN Education Fund poll, 
young people support reversing 
the budget cuts to those services 
by 64 percent.
A large majority of young 
people also told pollsters for the 
Texas survey that they oppose 
allowing any employer or boss 
to deny his or her employees 
health care coverage for certain 
services, including birth control 
and Plan B, because it violates 
the employer’s religious or 
moral beliefs. Like most Texans, 
they clearly think government 
and employers have no business 
interfering with the freedom of 
women to make decisions about 
Join with other young Texans in supporting access to birth control
See BIRTH, Page  11
Revolutions, imperfect social 
and economic events led by 
imperfect people.
Venezuela’s revolution and the 
deceased Hugo Chávez fit the bill. 
I detest Venezuela’s crime rate 
and violent jails.
But, I recall a former 
student, an upper middle-class 
Venezuelan woman, who had a 
telling reply when I asked her 
why she hated Chávez. 
“It’s because after the 
revolution you would see people 
in restaurants, dark people, who 
would have never been there 
before.”
 I had my answer.
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 Police Reports The following are among the incidents reported to Campus Police between Feb. 19 and 23.
Tuesday, Feb. 19 
3:57 p.m.: The manager of the Barnes & 
Noble Bookstore reported a racist message 
written on the wall inside the men’s 
restroom. The writing read “I hate wetbacks 
with a sense of entitlement I owe you 
nothing but a bullet.” A custodian removed 
the writing from the wall. 
6:04 p.m.: A man received a criminal 
trespass warning after a student reported 
that he was looking into classrooms in 
Cardenas Hall North. A Campus Police 
officer approached the man, who told him 
he was looking for his father who worked for 
the maintenance department on campus. 
The officer told the man he was going to 
confirm the information. Then the man 
told him he was not sure of his father’s 
whereabouts and said he might have retired 
or left the university. Then the man changed 
his story and said he came to meet a girl 
he had met at H-E-B. He did not have her 
number and only knew her first name. The 
man said he was looking into classrooms 
to see if he saw anyone familiar. He said he 
was a student at UTB/TSC four years ago. 
The Campus Police dispatcher informed the 
officer that the man was a student 11 years 
ago. 
Wednesday, Feb. 20
11:41 a.m.: A man was arrested on a charge 
of criminal trespass after a staff member 
reported the man was panhandling and fell 
asleep on a couch in the Camille Lightner 
Center. The man was not affiliated with 
the university and admitted to having been 
released from jail recently for burglary. A 
dispatcher informed the Campus Police 
officer that the man had an active criminal 
trespass warning from the university. The 
man was transported to the Carrizales-
Rucker Detention Center. 
7:55 p.m.: A student was arrested on three 
warrants after Campus Police conducted a 
traffic stop of his vehicle when he was leaving 
an apartment complex. The student evaded 
arrest the day before, after he was reported 
for allegedly assaulting his girlfriend, 
another UTB/TSC student. Officers were 
advised by a witness that a man was hitting 
another woman in the Casa Bella parking lot. 
The student was grabbing the other student 
by the wrists and upon seeing the officers, 
he let go of the student, ran and jumped 
over a fence. The student also was accused 
of  burglary. He also received a criminal 
trespass warning. He was later transported 
to the Carrizales-Rucker Detention Center. 
 Friday, Feb. 22
9:03 p.m.: A student received a criminal 
trespass warning after a Casa Bella resident 
assistant observed the student inside the 
student housing complex. The student 
was previously evicted from Casa Bella 
after being cited for possession of drug 
paraphernalia.
 Saturday, Feb. 23
3 a.m.:  Two men were arrested on a 
charge of public intoxication after someone 
reported a suspicious vehicle driving slowly 
in the area along the border. The driver of the 
vehicle smelled of alcohol and had bloodshot 
and glassy eyes. He needed to hold onto the 
vehicle to keep his balance. The Campus 
Police officer noticed two packages of beer, 
which had been spilled on the floorboards. 
The man was allegedly too intoxicated to 
follow any instructions for a sobriety test. 
The passenger of the vehicle said he had 10 
beers. Both men received criminal trespass 
warnings. Both received a $350 fine from 
the Cameron County magistrate.
 --Compiled by Samantha Ruiz
  Club Spotlight 
Name: South 
Texas Engineering, 
Math and Science 
(STEMS) Club
Established: 1999
Purpose: To serve 
as a university 
outreach program, 
promoting higher education to youth, 
schools and communities in South Texas; 
to establish projects during the academic 
school year and summer for students 
and communities while promoting 
higher education and awareness about 
education and careers in engineering, 
math and science.
President: Monica Delgado
Internal Vice President: Linda 
Hernandez
External Vice President: Maria 
Medina
Adviser: Chemistry and Environmental 
Sciences Lab Instructor Javier García
Treasurer: Jessica Rodriguez
Community service: The club hosts 
NASA Space Science Days, participates 
in beach cleanups, the UTB/TSC Outdoor 
Expo, and helps high school students in 
the STEMS program.
Meetings: 12:15 p.m. each Wednesday 
in SET-B 2.260
Membership requirements: Open to 
all UTB/TSC students.
Dues: None
For more information: call the 
STEMS office at 882-5058.
--Compiled by Brenda Lopez
Members of the STEMS Club include First Year Trustee Alicia Robles (front row, from left), 
Historian Cal Ramos, Secretary Cindy Saenz, Valerie Barrientos, Treasurer Jessie Rodriguez, 
Internal Vice President Linda Hernandez and President Monica Delgado. Second row: André 
Muñoz, Frank Ibarra, Lupita Garza, Vanessa Ortega, Vanessa Vera, George Garcia and Christian 
Rangel. Third row: Jessica Garcia and Lizbeth Hernandez. Fourth row: Ryan Gonzales, Ann 
Jacobo, Gustavo Salazar and Isidro Montemayor Jr. Fifth row: Milton Hernandez, Jose de la 
Cruz and Samuel Moreno. 
michelle eSpinoza/Collegian
Aries (March 21-April 19) 
-Aries, today is the day to start 
any project you have in mind! 
If you start now you’ll be done 
before you know it, for this 
week has benefits that await 
you. While it’s nice to shop 
online for a loved one, avoid 
doing so this week. Financially 
speaking, you are not doing as 
well as you would like.
 Taurus (April 20-May 20) 
-Liberate your ideas, Taurus! 
Being creative will pay off 
immensely. Whatever it is you 
do this week, don’t forget that 
time keeps ticking. 
Gemini (May 21-June 21) 
-While you may be looking for 
love this week, it’s better to stop 
and let it find you. Your calm 
nature is your best quality; take 
advantage of it. Try not to worry 
too much about insignificant 
things or you’ll risk making 
yourself sick.
Cancer (June 22-July 22) 
-You’re the type of person 
who finishes what you start. If 
you’ve finished with midterms, 
don’t drop your guard; stay 
on top of things. An ounce of 
prevention is worth a pound of 
cure.  
Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) -In 
order for you to improve your 
life you’ll have to come out of 
your comfort area. Don’t be 
afraid to change your ways 
and try things that you haven’t 
previously tried. Out with the 
old, in with the new is what you 
should consider from now on. 
Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
-Avoid Negative Nancys. You 
do not need anyone else’s 
negativity. Learn to deal with 
others’ differences and remain 
calm. When you think you have 
a good idea, be firm about it 
and don’t let others crush your 
dreams. Stick to your guns, 
Virgo. 
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
-Visit a museum and expand 
your horizons this week! It 
seems that you have a lot of 
mental unpacking to do; be sure 
to do it in an organized way. 
Remember, Libra, if you run a 
tight ship, it will all be better.
Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)-
You are quite energetic this 
week. Put that energy to work 
Scorpio and you will even 
surprise yourself with what 
you accomplish. An important 
financial action is on the 
horizon. 
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) -It’s 
time to power up, Sagittarius! 
Try not to stop this week and 
just work, work, work. This 
week will be a great one for you. 
Don’t let it dwindle away.
 
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan 19) 
-The time has come to rid yourself 
and others of hazardous waste. 
Be careful with what you say or 
you’ll end up with your foot in 
your mouth. Others are counting 
on you; don’t let them down. 
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
-Take advantage of 
opportunities that arise! 
Remember, “The sure way 
to miss success is to miss the 
opportunity.” 
Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20)
-Don’t abandon hope, Pisces. 
Good things are coming your 
way. In order to not lose your 
sanity, find ways to entertain 
yourself every once in a while. 
REGISTRATION
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  Horoscopes               ‘It’s not Héctor’s fault; he just writes what the planets tell him.’
DON’T MISS OUT 
--Compiled by Cori Aiken
Juried Student Art exhibit
Tuesday: The Gallery at Rusteberg Hall will exhibit the 
work of UTB/TSC students. The exhibit will run through April 
20. Admission is $1. For more information, call 882-7097.
internAtionAl Art Show 
Now: The Brownsville Museum of Fine Art, 660 
Ringgold St., hosts the 42nd annual International Art 
Show. Admission is $5 or $3 with a valid UTB/TSC ID. 
On Wednesdays, admission is free after 5 p.m. For more 
information, call 542-0941. 
‘MitoS, ConJuroS y AlAbAnzAS’
Ending Soon: The Brownsville Museum of Fine Art, 
660 Ringgold St., hosts the exhibit “Mitos, Conjuros y 
Alabanzas,” by Mexican artist Adelia Sayeg, through April 5. 
Admission is $5. On Wednesdays, admission is free after 5 p.m. 
For more information, call 542-0941.
AuditionS
April 4: The Camille Playhouse will conduct auditions for 
“Unexpected Tenderness” from 6 to 8 p.m. April 4. For more 
information, call 542-8900 or e-mail camilleplayhouse@aol.
com.
lilA downS
April 6: 2012 Latin Grammy winner Lila Downs will 
perform in concert at 7 p.m. April 6 in the Arts Center as part 
of the Signature Series. The concert will feature Downs’ 
unique reinvention of traditional Mexican music and original 
compositions. For tickets ($55 to $85), call 882-7750. 
What happens when a ghost 
from your past re-enters your 
life and begins to meddle in your 
current marriage? 
That’s the predicament facing 
Charles Condomine in Noël 
Coward’s farce “Blithe Spirit,” 
which opened at the Camille 
Playhouse last Friday. 
The play centers on 
Condomine (played by René 
Tamayo), who is a novelist. 
Condomine is married to his 
second wife, Ruth (Sylvia 
Lester). As research for a new 
book he is writing, he invites 
Madame Arcati (Charlene 
Moskal), an unconventional 
medium, to conduct a séance. 
Disaster strikes when Charles’ 
dead wife, Elvira (Crystal 
Corbeil), is inadvertently 
summoned. She arrives, causes 
mayhem, and refuses to leave. 
Only Charles can see or hear the 
ghost of his wife. Hilarity and 
hysteria ensue. 
“Blithe Spirit” has not been 
performed at the Camille 
Playhouse since the 1980s and 
is the only revival of the season.
“We do revivals to showcase 
some of the shows that we’ve 
done in the past and this was 
definitely one of the ones we 
wanted to showcase,” said Eric 
Vera, executive artistic director 
at the Camille Playhouse. 
In an interview with The 
Collegian, Vera said every 
season he gets a “director’s 
choice,” where no auditions 
are held and he handpicks the 
actors for a production.
“I actually chose this 
specifically for Charlene Moskal, 
who will be playing Madame 
Arcati,” he said. “She is just 
fantastic! She’s taking Madame 
Arcati out into orbit and places 
that no one else would ever take 
her.”
The play also features actors 
with years of experience. Playing 
the lead is René Tamayo.
“I am so proud of him,” Vera 
said. 
It also marks the return of 
Sylvia Lester, a professional 
actress who has worked in Los 
Angeles. The cast also includes 
Stephen Shull, Ida Ruth 
Rodriguez and Sarah Cantu. 
The play has plenty of 
twists and turns, dealing with 
relationships, and how Charles 
balances his deceased wife and 
his current spouse.
“The two women are so 
different, it’s funny to see him 
having to cater to both women 
at the same time,” Vera said. 
Camille Playhouse brings classic play back to life 
By Cori Aiken 
ThE COLLEGIAN
Photo Courtesy meribella PhotograPhy
Charlene Moskal 
stars as Madame Arcati in the 
Camille Playhouse production 
of Noël Coward’s “Blithe 
Spirit.” Encore presentations 
are scheduled at 8 p.m. Friday 
and Saturday and at 2:30 p.m. 
Sunday.
On the opening night of the 
play, the theater was scheduled 
to announce its upcoming 50th 
season. 
Encore presentations of 
“Blithe Spirit” are scheduled at 8 
p.m. Friday and Saturday and at 
2:30 p.m. Sunday. Tickets are $5 
to $15. The Camille Playhouse is 
located at 1 Dean Porter Park. 
For more information, call 542-
8900.
told The Collegian in a phone 
interview March 6 the course 
schedule listing will become 
available to students this week 
so they may prepare to register. 
“For May and summer 
registration, registration 
begins on April 2 for both UTB 
and TSC students beginning 
on this day,” Villarreal said. 
“However, the difference is that 
registration for fall will only 
start on April 2 for students 
who are UT-Brownsville 
students and these are students 
who are pursuing a bachelor’s 
degree or higher and Texas 
Southmost College will be 
providing us with a date as 
soon as it becomes available.” 
Calls placed to Texas 
Southmost College officials 
for information regarding the 
school’s fall registration were 
not returned as of press time.
Asked how many students 
the university expects, 
Villarreal replied: “Overall, 
for the University of Texas at 
Brownsville we’re expecting 
our enrollment to be between 
7,500 and 8,000 students.” 
Villarreal encourages 
incoming students to prepare 
all of their requirements such 
as a bacterial meningitis shot, 
high school transcripts and 
scores for the ACT or SAT 
exams and to sign up for an 
orientation session, the first of 
which will be held May 17.  
Yznaga recommends that 
students do some research 
to streamline the advising 
process.
“Know what [courses] you 
need to take, know what 
the prerequisites are so that 
you don’t get stuck trying to 
register for a class that you’re 
not eligible for, or even worse, 
registering for it and at the last 
minute getting kicked out of 
it because you didn’t meet the 
prerequisites,” she said. 
Yznaga said this semester 
things have changed and 
mandatory advising will 
primarily apply to three 
groups of students: those with 
fewer than 24 hours, such as 
first-time freshmen; students 
on academic or conditional 
probation; and students in the 
first level of developmental 
courses.
“We want to see every student. 
We strongly recommend that 
every student comes in, but we 
no longer put a block on every 
student’s registration,” she 
said. “We did that because we 
want to spend a little more time 
with certain groups.” 
In order for these groups of 
students to meet with advisers, 
the center started priority 
scheduling on Feb.25, so these 
students should call the center 
to make an appointment and 
avoid having a registration 
block. 
Biology sophomore Jaime 
Noyola was not aware of when 
registration would take place, 
but plans to visit the Academic 
Advising Center at the end of 
March.
Asked what he recommends 
to fellow students, Noyola 
replied: “First of all, [students] 
need to know that registration 
is coming up and they should 
really go to an adviser and 
check out what they need.”
The Academic Advising 
Center, located in the Camille 
Lightner Center, assists 
students with academic 
planning, navigating the 
university, and answers related 
questions students may have. 
The website can be accessed 
at http://www.utb.edu/vpaa/
advising.
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Student Success Center Education Specialist Sandra Moreno shows sophomore special education major Fabiola 
Torres a checklist of what each sophomore should do in order to be on the right track to graduation.       
michelle eSpinoza/Collegian
Nelson Emokpae (right), of the band Nelly’s Echo, 
jams out with senior music major Raul Garza during 
the 2013 Safe Spring Break Luau, held March 6 on 
Ringgold Road. Sponsored by the UTB and TSC Student 
Risk Management Committee, the event offered music, 
food and information on staying healthy and safe during 
the weeklong student holiday.
Rick SaldivaR/Collegian Photos
Freshman math 
major Jesus Rivera 
unwinds by playing 
soccer with other 
students at the 
2013 Safe Spring 
Break Luau. 
Sophomore year might be 
a time in which students are 
halfway through their academic 
career, and sometimes trying to 
choose the perfect major can be 
overwhelming. That’s where the 
Student Success Center comes 
in handy to guide students 
toward the right career for 
them.
In an interview with The 
Collegian on March 5, Sandra 
Moreno, an education specialist 
at the center explained the 
“sophomore slump.”
“The sophomore slump is a 
time where students are trying 
to figure out exactly what it is 
what they want to do as far as 
their career goals, what kind of 
goal they’ve set,” Moreno said.
She said that during their 
freshman year students receive 
a copious amount of help and 
counseling from the university, 
and during their sophomore 
and junior years, they are left 
alone to figure things out on 
their own.
The Student Success Center 
started an initiative two years 
ago to reach out to sophomores 
to make sure they are on track 
by confirming that they have 
declared a major, have been 
following their degree plan and 
have completed a résumé.
Moreno said the Student 
Success Center offers an 
assessment called LASSI 
[Learning and Study Strategies 
Inventory] which measures 
students’ strengths and 
weaknesses in their study skills. 
In addition, the Sophomore 
Initiative encourages students 
to meet with their career 
counselor to conduct a career 
inventory. The Student Success 
Center reviews a checklist with 
students to see if they have met 
with an academic adviser, joined 
a student organization and 
participated in a Sophomore 
Initiative workshop, among 
other things. 
Moreno said research studies 
have shown that sophomores 
and juniors are not sure what 
is going on regarding their 
goals and that is why the 
Student Success Center calls 
and e-mails students to sets 
up appointments to meet with 
staff.
Asked what advice she has for 
sophomores, Moreno replied 
that students should follow 
their degree plan in order not to 
waste time taking classes that 
are not required.




“We all want to take classes 
for self-enrichment, but we 
want to make sure we graduate 
[in] a timely manner also,” 
Moreno said. “So, we encourage 
them to be following a degree 
plan, be in communication with 
their adviser, and ask questions 
if you are ever unsure. … That’s 
why we are here--to help you 
and guide you through the 
entire process of attending 
college.”
Asked what advice she 
would give to students in 
order to be organized, Moreno 
recommends that students pick 
up a planner at the beginning 
of the semester and fill out all 
important dates. 
“So, utilizing this planner 
would be very effective as far 
as staying organized. And just 
staying on top of your studies--
your reading assignments, your 
academics is very important,” 
she said.
Fabiola Torres, a sophomore 
special education major who 
receives guidance as part of 
the Sophomore Initiative, said 
she likes the service Student 
Success offers.
“I find it very good because 
Sandra Moreno helps me with 
the sophomore workshops, 
gives me advice and tips on how 
to survive the sophomore year 
and to see if we are going into 
[a] good path,” Torres said.
The Student Success Center 
is located in the Cardenas Hall 
North Annex. To make an 
appointment, call 882-8292 
or connect with the center via 
Facebook, Twitter or through 
its web page http://www.utb.
edu/sa/studentsuccess.
David Montejano talks about his 
award-winning book, “Anglos and 
Mexicans in the Making of Texas: 
a Retrospective Look,” March 5 in 
the Student Union’s Gran Salón. 
Montejano is a professor of Ethnic 
Studies and History at the University 
of California, Berkeley. About 440 
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blood drive
Wednesday: Student Health 
Services and United Blood Services 
will conduct a blood drive from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. in Cardenas Hall South 
117. For more information, call Student 
Health Services Secretary Beverly 
Estrada at 882-7643.
CoMMuniCAtion expo
Thursday: The Communication 
Department will host a 
Communication Expo from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. in the Student Union’s Gran 
Salón. The event is to promote UTB/
TSC’s communication program to 
undeclared majors and prospective 
students. Representatives at more than 
10 booths will offer information about 
the program, such as what courses 
to take, types of clubs and degree 
plans. The expo will feature clubs and 
organizations affiliated with the field of 
communication, such as the university’s 
student newspaper The Collegian and 
UTB Radio. For more information, call 
Associate Professor of Communication 
John Cook at 882-8851.
‘exploring underground ClASSeS’
Thursday: Learn about the different 
types of classes the university has to 
offer in the Student Success Center 
workshop, “UTB’s Best Kept Secrets: 
Exploring Underground Classes,” 
scheduled from 12:15 to 1:15 p.m. For 
more information, call 882-8292.
‘Meet utb’
Thursday: UT-Brownsville President 
Juliet V. García will be the guest on 
the “Meet UTB” show, hosted by history 
Associate Professor Angelika “Dr. 9” 
Potempa, which airs from 1 to 2 p.m. on 
UTB Radio (www.utbradio.com). 
pwS Spring ConferenCe 
Saturday: Professional Women Speak 
will host a conference titled, “Creating 
a Culture of Lifelong Health and 
Exercise” from 8 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in 
the Education and Business Complex’s 
Salón Cassia. Admission is $15, $10 for 
students. For more information, call 
User Support Services Administrative 
Assistant Patricia Orozco at 882-
7454 or e-mail patricia.orozco@utb.
edu.
CAMp blood drive 
March 26: The College Assistance 
Migrant Program and United Blood 
Services will conduct a blood drive 
from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. in Cardenas 
Hall South 117 and Cardenas 
Hall North 116. The event is part 
of CAMP’s observance of National 
Farmworkers Awareness Week. 
For more information, call Learning 
Instructional Specialist Carmelita 
Gonzalez at 882-7877.
needed: fAShion Show ModelS
April 15: The third annual Dress for 
Success Professionalism Fashion 
Show is looking for models. Student 
organizations are encouraged to sponsor 
a male-female pair of models to compete. 
The fashion show will take place from 
noon to 1 p.m. April 15. Models will be 
required to be available 30 minutes in 
advance for preparations, as well as a 
dress rehearsal from 4:30-5:30 p.m. 
April 12. Prizes will be announced as 
the deadline approaches. The club 
sponsoring the highest-ranked pair will 
be recognized. For more information, 
contact Title V Career Counselor 
Johanna Torres at johanna.torres@
utb.edu or Graduate Assistant David 
Boon at david.boon40@utb.edu.
SAve texAS riverS CAMpAign
Environment Texas is hiring students 
as interns for the Save Texas Rivers 
campaign. Applications must be turned 
in before April 14. The purpose of the 
campaign is to secure more funding 
from the state government for low-
cost, commonsense water conservation 
projects. The internship students will 
gain experience in media relations, 
recruitment, event planning, lobbying 
and more. For more information, call 
Ben Hellerstein at (914) 420-9706 or 
e-mail him at ben@greencorps.org.
buSy MoMS Support group
Student Health Services invites 
UTB/TSC students who are mothers 
to participate in the Busy Moms 
Support Group from noon to 1 p.m. 
every Thursday in Cortez Hall 237 until 
May 17. The purpose of the group is to 
educate mothers in parenting skills, 
child development, mental health issues, 
learning processes, health and safety for 
children and wellness and health for 
mothers. This Thursday’s topic will be 
“Effective Communication with 
Your Child and Others in Your 
Life.” For more information, call 882-
3896. 
--Compiled by Brenda Lopez
Rose M.Z. Gowen said that when she 
was a child, there were schools that 
became parks in the summer. 
Chavez-Vasquez recommended 
discussing the matter with the 
Brownsville Independent School 
District board of trustees.
District 1 Commissioner Ricardo 
Longoria said a program called Sparks 
allowed school facilities to be used as 
parks.
“Sparks was an active program we 
had in conjunction with BISD but 
because of the liabilities and because 
of their insurance, they backed out of 
the program,” Longoria said.
In other business, the commission 
approved a 10-year tax abatement for 
Tenaska Brownsville Partners. 
Gonzalez told the commission the 
Tenaska Brownsville Partners sent a 
request to Mayor Tony Martinez for 
a property tax abatement for a new 
power plant facility. Its investment of 
more than $400 million was reviewed 
and did qualify for the property tax 
abatement.
“We don’t really know what the 
value will be until the property is built 
and the appraisal district actually 
goes out and appraises the property,” 
he said.
Gonzalez said the ordinance states 
that city staff will work with Tenaska 
in putting together a property tax 
agreement.
The commission also approved 
the appointment of Rose Timmer, 
executive director of Healthy 
Communities of Brownsville, to 
the Brownsville Beautification 
Committee.
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 Look for us.
Like us! 
an ocean with a soda straw. It’s 
just not big enough.”
As a result of the shallow 
channel, the salinity, or salt 
level, in the Bahía Grande is 
very high compared with the 
ocean.
“Sometimes we’ve seen it 
three times as salty as the open 
ocean and when it gets to these 
very high salinities it basically 
changes the type of community 
that can use it as habitat,” 
Hicks said.
If the salinity is not managed, 
the Bahía Grande could become 
a habitat for less desirable 
organisms such as flies.
“There’s not a lot of concrete 
evidence of what the Bahía 
Grande used to be like as an 
ecosystem,” Hicks said. “It was 
a thriving ecosystem back in 
the 1920s. In the 1930s, that’s 
when they started dredging 
the Brownsville Ship Channel, 
that’s what ultimately cut 
off the water flow to Bahía 
Grande.” 
Between that time and 2005, 
that area would fill occasionally 
with rainwater, which would 
evaporate.
“It was a source of dust,” 
Hicks explained. “The project 
actually kind of began as a dust-
control project and then kind 
of morphed into a restoration 
effort because the easiest way 
to control the dust is to reflood 
it so [the dust] doesn’t blow.”
The Bahía Grande would 
resemble South Bay in its fully 
restored state. 
“We have some anecdotal 
evidence that the Bahía Grande 
floor was once completely 
covered with seagrasses,” 
Hicks said. “It used to support a 
commercial shrimping industry 
there. There was also a lot of 
recreational fishing there, and 
a lot of recreational hunting. A 
lot of ducks went to this area as 
well.” 
In its fully restored state, 
the Bahía Grande would look 
something like South Bay 
does today because the latter 
“fits those characteristics of 
very shallow, semi-enclosed 
basin, totally seagrass-covered 
and one of the most thriving 
ecosystems,” he said.
South Bay is bounded by the 
Rio Grande on the south, the 
Brownsville Ship Channel on 
the north and Brazos Island on 
the east.
Four graduate students 
in biology are conducting 
research on the Bahía Grande 
for their thesis projects with the 
help of 10 to 15 undergraduate 
students. They are Mario 
Marquez, Crystal Martinez, 
John Gray and Claudia Tamez.
“My specific project is to 
develop and index, or to 
analyze, several indices using 
the benthic community to 
determine the status of the 
Bahía Grande restoration,” 
Tamez said, referring to the 
animals and plants living at the 
bottom of the Bahía.
Tamez said one of the perks 
of the study is “the new skills 
I have learned in order to 
complete my fieldwork.” 
“I get to be outside in nature 
and since I’ve worked on the 
project for an entire year, I’ve 
seen four different relative 
seasons. … I’ve seen the 
different parameters. It’s been 
really exciting to see my study 
site over the course of a whole 
year,” she said. 
Now, after gathering samples 
for one year, Tamez has to sort 
out the samples.
“There’s small animals, 
specifically worms, which are 
called ‘polychaetes’--they live 
in the mud and some live on 
the surface. … I take a sediment 
sample… for all of my study 
sites,” she said. “I’m hoping that 
I’ll be able to determine how 
far along Bahía is in terms of 
restoration based on what types 
of polychaete communities are 
living in Bahía.
“The index, hopefully, will 
show us the state of Bahía 
compared to South Bay and San 
Martin [Lake] and we know the 
parameters of all three, so it’s 
just a matter of how far Bahía 
has come.” 
San Martin Lake is west of 
the Bahía. 
Marquez is looking at 
decomposition rates of plant 
materials as a metric for the 
restoration status of the Bahía 
Grande, Hicks said.
Martinez is “looking at stable 
isotopes to kind of look at … 
who-eats-who relationships 
within the system and she’s 
also looking at growth rates of 
particular invertebrate such as 
barnacles also as a means of, 
again, [gauging] the stages of 
restoration,” he said.
Victor Hugo Garza, a 
sophomore biology student, 
has been helping some of the 
graduate students with the 
project.
“I have learned hands-on 
what I’m learning in my class. 
…  I think that’s what makes 
it awesome,” Garza said. “It’s 
very hands-on. … I know the 
types of fish in the water and 
whether they can handle the 
types of salinity.”
Hicks said: “Our monitoring 
program is basically to gauge 
where it is now and when do 
we get to a point where we 
say, ‘OK, the system has been 
restored and is functioning as 
we had intended to do.’”
Glucose 
BRyan RomeRo/Collegian
Walgreens employee Ash 
Galvin performs a cholesterol 
and glucose exam on a 
person during a stop by the 
Walgreens Tour Stop on the 
UTB/TSC campus March 7. 
The company offered free 
health tests throughout 
Cameron County that also 
included blood pressure checks 
and comprehensive weight 
assessments.
check
are identical bills that would 
authorize the UT System 
board of regents to abolish 
UT-Brownsville and UT-
Pan American and create 
a university with academic 
campuses in Cameron and 
Hidalgo counties, an academic 
center in Starr County and a 
medical school, the location of 
which would be determined by 
a committee established by the 
regents.
“It just immediately went in, 
took it in for a vote and boom, 
off it went,” Anthony Gray, the 
legislative director for state Rep. 
René Oliveira (D-Brownsville), 
told The Collegian in a 
telephone interview. 
After the committee report 
is completed, HB 1000 will be 
sent to the House Calendars 
Committee to be considered for 
a hearing date, Gray said. 
“Usually, it takes a couple 
of days to get that up, and 
then it’s got to be received in 
a fashion that falls before a 
Calendars Committee hearing,” 
he said. “It’s eligible to be 
heard at the next Calendars 
Committee hearing after the 
House Committee report is 
received and then after that 
they determine what day it’s set 
for the House floor.”
Gray said hearings on bills 
cannot begin until March 11.
“It doesn’t mean we 
necessarily will hear bills on 
the floor that day,” he said. “It 
means we can have a calendar 
for that day.”
Gray said there was no 
hearing set for the Calendars 
Committee as of press time.
“They’re doing business on 
the House floor, but they don’t 
hear any House bills until 60 
days after the first day of [the] 
session by constitution,” he 
said. “We’re just passing at a 
time when the very first bills 
will be eligible for hearing, so 
our timing is very good based 
on that scenario. There’s no 
way to predict an exact date or 
time that that flows. It depends 
on when meetings are set and 
paperwork is done. It’s largely 
now in the hands of others,” he 
said. 
The next step for the senate 
bill is to go before the full Senate 
so all 31 senators can vote on 
the bill and then from there 
it goes to the House, Daniel 
Collins, general counsel and 
press secretary for Sen. Eddie 
Lucio Jr. (D-Brownsville), told 
The Collegian via telephone.
 “Being passed out of committee 
is the first important step that 
a bill has to take,” Collins said. 
“It’s just a matter of when the 
bill is up for intents, and that 
won’t be possible until at least 
two weeks out.” 
He said the bill needs to pass 
out of a committee before it can 
be heard by the whole Senate. 
Then when it is heard by the 
full Senate, it goes over to the 
House and when it’s passed 
by the House, it can go to the 
governor’s desk.
UT System Chancellor 
Francisco Cigarroa, UT-
Brownsville President Juliet V. 
García and UT-Pan American 
President Robert Nelsen 
attended the Senate Committee 
on Higher Education meeting 
on March 6 to advocate for 
passage of the bill.   
“What I think this bill does 
is allow us that asset-building 
capital by virtue of becoming 
full members of the Permanent 
University Fund and then by 
virtue of taking two smaller 
institutions and realizing the 
synergies that come from 
both of those,” García told the 
committee.  “So, I pledge to 
you today, much like we were 
out to become the best in the 
nation in chess, that we would 
like to be the best in the nation 
in preparing and graduating 
Hispanic students in South 
Texas.” 
Nelsen said: “This bill is about 
doing the right thing. If we don’t 
get it right in South Texas, we 
don’t get it right in the nation, 
and we especially don’t get it 
right in this state.”
UT-Brownsville junior 
entrepreneurship major 
Abraham Villarreal said the 
passing of the bills will increase 
funding to the school and 
provide better resources and 
scholarships for students. 
“It will provide better 
opportunities not just for 
medical students but for all 
students in general,” Villarreal 
said. 
Villarreal said he supports 
the passage of HB 1000 and SB 
24 because they will provide a 
medical school.
“Students don’t have to travel 
as far away or spend as much 
money attaining a medical 
degree,” he said.  “[They] stay 
closer to home, where it’s easier 
for them to attain that degree.”
The UTB/TSC Men’s Golf 
Team placed 13th out of 14 teams 
in the Contender tournament 
held March 4 and 5 in Irving at 
the TPC Four Seasons Las Colinas 
and hosted by Northwood 
University. 
“We struggled with the golf 
course mainly on and around 
the greens,” Golf Coach Anthony 
Lopez told The Collegian in a 
phone interview March 6. “We 
weren’t sharp at all, and when we 
started making a lot of, I guess, 
bogeys and others, it kind of got 
us out of our usual mode and that 
led to some high scores.” 
The men scored a two-day total 
of 968. Saad Milan scored the 
best individually for UTB/TSC, 
finishing the tournament with a 
two-day score of 239, followed 
by Gage Murphy with 240 and 
Marcus Cavazos with 246. 
Texas Wesleyan University 
won the team competition with a 
total of 886. 
The men will compete in the 
Bash at the Beach tournament 
hosted by Embry-Riddle 
Aeronautical University in the 
LPGA International Golf Course 
in Daytona Beach, Fla., April 5-7. 
Asked about his strategies 
to improve the team’s ranking, 
Lopez replied: “We’re going to 
regroup and get a lot of work 
done on and around the greens. 
It’s called short game. … We’re 
going to do a lot of work on that 
in the next few weeks.” 
In other Athletics Department 
news, members of the university’s 
five teams visited Brownsville’s 
El Jardín Elementary School 
March 6 as part of the Champions 
of Character initiative that 
the National Association 
of Intercollegiate Athletics 
promotes for all of its athletic 
programs, according to a news 
release. 
The visit was also meant to 
rally El Jardín students for their 
upcoming STAAR test, a state-
mandated exam.
The volleyball and men’s 
and women’s soccer teams are 
currently in offseason training 
but the women’s golf team 
will compete March 25 at the 
Bluebonnet Classic hosted by 
Northwood University at the 
Tangle Ridge Golf Course in 
Grand Prairie. 








CFL United member 
Erick del Monte (right) 
intercepts a pass by 
Manchester United 
member Samuel Parga 
(left) during Campus 
Recreation’s soccer 
intramurals tournament 
March 6 on the REK 




their own health care and when 
or if to have children. 
We know that a strong 
majority of Texans and the 
vast majority of young people 
support access to birth control 
and family planning.  We’re fed 
up with far-right politicians’ 
war on women and now their 
“war on birth control.” Later 
this semester we’ll be taking 
petitions we have collected to 
the Texas Legislature to let 
our lawmakers know what 
young people think. Will you 
add your voice? Consider 
joining the Texas Freedom 
Network Student Chapter at 
UT-Brownsville and Texas 
Southmost College today. 




Texas Freedom Network 
Student Chapter President 
Senior, History and 
Government 
BIRTH
Continued from Page 4
El Clásico Mundial de 
Béisbol continúa hasta el 
martes. Del primero al 7 de 
marzo pudimos presenciar los 
primeros encuentros de este 
torneo. La acción comenzó 
con los grupos jugados en 
Asia.
Grupo A: En el grupo A 
jugó en Fukuoka, Japón y nos 
entregó a Cuba y Japón como 
equipos  calificados para la 
segunda ronda. La sorpresa 
fue que el equipo local, 
los japoneses, avanzaron a 
segundo lugar de este grupo 
al caer en el tercer juego ante 
Cuba por marcador de 6-3. El 
pitcher ganador fue Wilber 
Pérez para los cubanos y 
Kenji Otonari perdió para 
Japón.
Grupo B: Este grupo fue 
celebrado en Taiwán. Los 
equipos que avanzaron fueron 
los locales China-Taipei con 
marca de 2-1; también en este 
grupo tuvimos una sorpresa 
porque  el actual sub-campeón 
de la competencia  Corea del 
Sur, quedó eliminado. El otro 
equipo que  avanzó como 
segundo lugar del grupo fue 
Holanda con dos victorias 
y una derrota. Este equipo 
puede ser la sorpresa del 
torneo. Hay que recordar 
que en la edición del clásico 
2009, Holanda venció en la 
fase de grupos a la República 
Dominicana dos veces.
En fin, estos dos grupos 
jugaron la segunda fase en 
el Tokyo Dome del 8 al 12 
de marzo. Los resultados no 
estaban disponibles al cerrar 
la edición.
Grupos C y D: Pero 
también tuvimos actividad 
del 7 al 10. En en el grupo C 
el equipo de México perdió 
contra Italia 6-5. Los otros 
rivales fueron Estados Unidos 
y Canadá. Estados Unidos 
y México eran los favoritos 
aunque Canadá es un equipo 
difícil. Para cerrar los grupos, 
el D,  se jugó en Puerto Rico, 
donde los favoritos fueron 
Venezuela y República 
Dominicana. La segunda fase 
se jugó en Miami el 12 al 16.
En esta ocasión la 
información del WBC 
2013, fue obtenida de la 
página oficial del torneo 
w o r l d b a s e b a l l c l a s s i c .
com y espndeportes.com. 
Les recuerdo que pueden 
seguirme en “UTB Scores” 
el lunes y viernes de 1 a 2 
p.m. en UTB Radio (www.
utbradio.com).
Acción Deportiva
La competencia al máximo en 
el Clásico Mundial de Béisbol
By Juan C. Esteve
COLUMNISTA INvITAdO
SGA
Continued from Page 1
level of development courses 
will be required to meet with 
an academic adviser. Students 
outside of these groups may still 
meet with an adviser. 
“This semester we felt that we 
have done a really, really good 
job of teaching our students 
about what they need to know 
about planning their course 
schedule, about registering 
themselves,” Yznaga said. “So, 
we’d like to refocus our time on 
populations that we think need 
more attention.” 
In other business, the SGA 
approved:
--Resolution 21, which 
allocates $50 to sponsor five 
female students from the senate 
to attend the Professional 
Women Speak Conference 
scheduled from 8 a.m. to noon 
Saturday in the Education 
and Business Complex’s Salón 
Cassia;
--Resolution 22, which 
allocates no more than $150 to 
buy materials for team-building 
activities to engage the senators 
in influential leadership, 
decision-making and 
networking activities to further 
develop such fundamental 
skills;
--Resolution 24, which 
allocates no more than $200 to 
buy pizza for a student forum 
scheduled April 3 at the Student 
Union;
--and the appointment of 
senior psychology major Coral 
Garcia as a senator for the 
College of Liberal Arts.
Special meeting
In a special meeting March 
7, the SGA set dates for senate 
elections.
Elections for the 2013-2014 
SGA will be conducted April 
8-10 via Blackboard. Resolution 
23 states:
--the deadline to apply for 
candidacy is 5 p.m. April 2
--students will be notified of 
eligibility April 3;
--the candidate election 
advisory meetings will be held 
at noon and 4 p.m. April 4;
--and election results will be 
announced at 4:45 p.m. April 
10.
The resolution also states 
that UT-Brownsville will be 
operating separately from Texas 
Southmost College so only UTB 
students may run for office or 
cast a ballot.
Men’s golf hits rough patch
Team is second to last in Contender tournament
By Michelle Espinoza
ThE COLLEGIAN
Gus Holmes (from left), Perry Goldsbury, Ricardo Diegues and Men’s Soccer 
Coach Dan Balaguero talk to students from El Jardín Elementary School 
March 6 as part of the Champions of Character initiative that the National 
Association of Intercollegiate Athletics promotes for all of its athletic programs. 
Photos Courtesy utbathletiCs.Com
Sophomore Saad Milan takes a swing 
during practice at the Rancho Viejo 
Country Club earlier this semester. 
Milan scored the best individually for 
UTB/TSC with a two-day score of 239 
in the Contender tournament, held 
March 4 and 5 in Irving. 
.
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Cuando David Hicks se incorporó a UTB/TSC como profesor 
en el 2003, la Universidad de Texas A&M- Corpus Christi tenía 
planeada la restauración de la Bahía Grande, una masa de agua 
de 9,600 acres que se extiende de la Autopista 48 a la Autopista 
100.
“Ellos me contactaron, al principio los ayudaba y después 
entregaron por completo el proyecto a UTB”, dijo Hicks, jefe 
del Departamento de Ciencias Biológicas de la universidad.
Gran parte de la restauración es auspiciada por subsidios 
federales de la Asociación Nacional Oceánica y Atmosférica 
(NOAA, por sus siglas en inglés) y el Servicio de Pesca y Fauna 
Silvestre de Estados Unidos.
“Se han gastado 
millones y millones 
de dólares en estas 
restauraciones físicas y 
lo que queremos saber 
es ‘¿Se están obteniendo 
los efectos ecológicos 
y biológicos que se 
esperaban?’”, dijo Hicks. 
“Estamos tratando de 
darle [al Servicio de 
Pesca y Fauna Silvestre 
de Estados Unidos] algunos parámetros que le muestren en 
qué lugar están actualmente dentro del plazo fijado en relación 
con la restauración ecológica”.
El proyecto, auspiciado actualmente por la NOAA a través 
de sus centros científicos de cooperación ambiental, está 
encaminado a entrenar a estudiantes minoritarios para que 
se conviertan en científicos educados y tengan puestos en la 
NOAA.
Los datos que se recabaron en la Bahía Grande sirven para 
proveer al Servicio de Pesca y Fauna Silvestre de Estados 
Unidos, encargado de la propiedad, información sobre la 
manera en que se puede mejorar la restauración para obtener 
los resultados deseados.
“Algo que descubrimos, que era muy obvio, es que, en este 
momento… la única conexión entre el Canal de Navegación 
de Brownsville y la Bahía Grande es este angosto canal de 4.5 
metros”, dijo Hicks. “Es como si estuviéramos tratando de 
intercambiar agua entre una alberca y un océano usando un 
popote. Simplemente no es suficientemente grande”.
Como resultado de la presencia del canal angosto, la salinidad 
o el nivel de sal de la Bahía Grande es muy alto en comparación 
al del océano.
“En ocasiones lo hemos visto tres veces más salado que 
el océano abierto y cuando llega a esta salinidad tan alta, 
básicamente cambia el tipo de comunidad que lo puede usar 
como hábitat”, dijo Hicks.
Si no se controla el nivel de sal, la Bahía Grande podría 
convertirse en un entorno apto para organismos indeseables 
como las moscas.
“No hay mucha evidencia concreta sobre el ecosistema que 
solía ser la Bahía Grande”, dijo Hicks. “Era un ecosistema 
próspero en los años veinte. En los años treinta fue cuando 
comenzaron a dragar el Canal de Navegación de Brownsville 
y es lo que cortó el suministro de agua hacia la Bahía Grande”.
Entre ese tiempo y el 2005, el área se llenaba ocasionalmente 
con agua de lluvia que se evaporaba.
“Era una fuente de polvo”, explicó Hicks. “El proyecto en 
realidad comenzó para controlar el polvo y luego se convirtió 
en un esfuerzo de restauración porque la manera más fácil de 
controlar el polvo es volver a inundarla para que el polvo no 
vuele”.
La Bahía Grande se asemejará a la Bahía del Sur cuando esté 
restaurada por completo.
“Tenemos evidencia anecdótica de que el fondo de la Bahía 
alguna vez estuvo cubierto por algas marinas”, dijo Hicks. 
“Solía apoyar a una industria comercializadora de camarones. 
También era común la pesca y cacería recreacionales. A su vez, 
muchos patos visitaban el área”.
En su estado restaurado, la Bahía Grande solía lucir como 
luce hoy la Bahía del Sur porque ésta “cumple las características 
de una cuenca angosta rodeada casi por completo, cubierta de 
algas marinas y uno de los ecosistemas más prósperos”, dijo él. 
La Bahía del Sur está enclaustrada por el Río Bravo al sur, 
el Canal de Navegación de Brownsville al norte y la Isla Brazos 
al este.
Cuatro estudiantes graduados en biología están llevando a 
cabo un estudio sobre la Bahía Grande para la disertación de 
sus tesis con la ayuda de 10 a 15 estudiantes de licenciatura. 
Dichos alumnos son Mario Márquez,  Crystal Martínez, John 
Gray y Claudia Támez.
“Mi proyecto específico es desarrollar e indexar o analizar 
varios indicios que usan la comunidad bentónica para 
determinar el estado de la restauración de la Bahía Grande”, 
dijo Támez, refiriéndose a los animales y plantas que viven al 
fondo de la Bahía.
“Tengo la oportunidad de estar al aire libre y durante el año 
que he trabajado en el proyecto, he visto cuatro diferentes 
estaciones relativas… he visto diferentes parámetros. Ha sido 
muy emocionante ver mi área de investigación durante todo el 
año”, dijo ella.
Hoy, después de recabar muestras por un año, Támez tiene 
que clasificarlas.
“Hay animales pequeños, lombrices específicamente, que se 
llaman ‘poliquetos’ y viven en el lodo y en la superficie. Tomo 
una muestra del sedimento para todos los lugares que estudio”, 
dijo ella. “Espero poder determinar qué tanto se ha restaurado 
la Bahía basándome en el tipo de comunidades de poliquetos 
que viven ahí”. 
La investigación comparará a la Bahía Grande con la Bahía 
del Sur y el Lago San Martín, que se encuentra al oeste de la 
Bahía. 
“La indexación nos mostrará el estado de la Bahía Grande 
comparado con la Bahía del Sur y San Martín y sabemos los 
parámetros de los tres, así que sólo es cuestión de saber qué 
tanto ha avanzado la Bahía Grande”, dijo Támez.
Márquez se enfoca en las tasas de descomposición de los 
materiales vegetales para usarlos como parámetro para el 
estado de restauración de la Bahía Grande, dijo Hicks.
Martínez “investiga isótopos estables para conocer la relación 
de predador y presa que existe en el sistema y también estudia 
las tasas de crecimiento de ciertos invertebrados como los 
percebes para, una vez más, valorar el nivel de restauración”.
Víctor Hugo Garza, un estudiante de biología de segundo 
año, ha estado ayudando a algunos de los estudiantes 
graduados con el proyecto.
“He adquirido práctica de lo que aprendo en mi clase. Pienso 
que eso es lo que lo hace grandioso”, dijo Garza. “Es experiencia 
práctica. Conozco los tipos de peces en el agua y sé si pueden 
soportar los niveles de sal”.
Hicks dijo: “Nuestro programa de monitoreo es básicamente 
para valorar el nivel en que se encuentra ahora y saber el 
momento en el que diremos ‘de acuerdo, el lugar ha sido 






País natal: Oral, Kazajistán 
¿Qué idioma hablas? 
“Kazajo, ruso e inglés”.
¿Por qué decidiste estudiar aquí? “Mi asesor en Kazajistán 
me recomendó venir a estudiar después de que me gradué de la 
universidad porque él ha visitado UTB muchas veces”. 
¿Qué tradiciones hay en tu país? “La hospitalidad es muy 
común para nosotros. Tratamos a la gente con mucho respeto 
y queremos que pasen un rato agradable en nuestra casa. A 
nuestros invitados los recibimos con comida en la mesa, no sólo 
en las fiestas, sino todos los días. A los niños les enseñamos a 
ser educados, a respetar a sus mayores, a ser honrados y a amar 
a la humanidad. La educación es totalmente gratis, incluso la 
universidad. Tenemos dos religiones: el islam y el cristianismo. 
En el islam celebramos el Ramadán, que es una celebración 
que dura un mes y es de las más importantes, tradicionales y 
queridas para nosotros”.
Menciona algunos platillos típicos: “A los kazajos les 
gusta la carne. Comemos carne de caballo casi todos los días. 
Tomamos leche de yegua, que se llama kumys y es muy rica 
y saludable. También leche de camello, que se llama shubat. 
Es común la carne de puerco, pero los musulmanes no la 
comemos”.
¿Cuáles son los lugares turísticos? “Tenemos ciudades 
grandes, como nuestra capital Astaná y Almatý. Hay montañas 
con grandes lugares para patinar en hielo; hay cañones y 
muchas cosas para visitar y pasarla bien. Somos famosos por 
nuestro ballet y ópera”.
¿Qué diferencias y similitudes encuentras entre tu 
país y E.E.U.U.? “Mi país se está desarrollando en economía 
y ciencia. Somos más tradicionales. En mi país la gente joven 
siempre respeta a los mayores; eso es algo que no he visto aquí. 
Por otra parte, la gente aquí es tan amigable como los de mi 
país”.
¿Cuáles son algunas ideas erróneas que la gente tiene 
sobre tu país? “Hay una película que se llama 
“Borat”, donde sale Sacha Baron [Cohen]. Cada vez que digo 
que soy de Kazajistán, mencionan esa película. Pero en verdad 
nada de lo que sale es verdad. Es demasiado irreal y no muestra 
nada de lo que es Kazajistán en realidad. La gente que visita 
nuestro país ve lo interesante y bonito que es. No deberían 
dejarse llevar por películas; si no puedes viajar, pues mejor lee 
sobre los lugares”.
Anécdota: “Hace un mes me dio un dolor muy fuerte y tuve 
que ir a emergencias. Ahí me dieron pastillas para calmarme 
y pensé que la historia había terminado. En mi país, todos los 
servicios médicos son gratis. De repente, me llegó una cuenta de 
$10,000. ¡Tanto dinero! Yo no tenía seguro. ¿Cómo iba a pagar 
esa deuda si sólo soy una estudiante? Tuve que ir a la oficina de 
estudiantes internacionales y ahí me dieron un seguro médico. 
Terminé pagando $100. Es lo más que he pagado porque estoy 
acostumbrada a que los servicios de emergencia en mi país 
sean gratis. Me dio miedo enfermarme otra vez”.
--Recopilado por Viridiana Zúñiga







Éste es un espécimen 
de poliqueto recolectado 
en la Bahía Grande.
John Gray, un estudiante graduado de biología, usa una tapa 
bentónica para extraer una muestra de la Bahía del Sur para 
procesarla. Gray es uno de los cuatro estudiantes que trabajan 
en una investigación sobre la Bahía Grande.
Fotos Cortesía de Claudia támez
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UTB/TSC hace un estudio para restaurar la Bahía Grande
